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Exit POPO, Enter POP

"Parties and Other Political Organizations” seemed like a perfectly good
name for our subfield when it was formed at the 1979 APSA Convention. As an
. acronym, however, POPO drew some snickers from members and prospective members.
To fashion a more sober short name for the group with a minimum of fuss, the
Chair, Secretary, and past Chair agreed to change our title to "Political
Organizations/Parties.” This produced the new acronym, POP, and the new name for
our Newsletter, VOX POP. Our trilateral action will be reviewable at our Annual
Business Meeting at the 1982 APSA Convention in Denver. Friends of POPO will
have their chance to undo our action, if they wish.

New Mumbering of Newsletters

There have heen three previous issues of our subfield”s MNewsletter: Spring
1980, Spring 1981, and November 1981. With the change to VOX POP, future issues
of the Newsletter will appear three times annually in volumes numbered by the
calendar year. Thus this issue is Volume 1, Number 1 (Winter, 1982).

POP-Related Panel at the IPSA World Congress in Rio

Kay Lawson (San Francisco State) has organized a panel on "Political
Organizations and Linkage" for the XII World Congress of the International
Political Science Association in Rio de Janiero, Brazil, August 9-14, 1982. The
participants are

Papers :

"Have New Conditions Produced New Forms of Party Linkage in Contemporary
Europe?” Rudolph Wildenmann, European University Institute, Florence,
Italy
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"Political Linkages Between Mass Organizations, Parties, and the State of
Mexico,” Lisa Fuentes, Stanford University, and Richard Harris,
University of California at Santa Cruz

"Great Expectations vs. Cynical Practice: Party Linkages in South Asia,"”
A. H. Somijiee, Simon Fraser University, British Columbia, Canada

"Developing Linkage Theory: The Case of France,” Roland Cayrol, TFondation
Nationale des Sciences Politiques, Paris

"Developing Linkage Theory: Political Parties, Linkage, and Change,” Kay
L.awson, San Francisco State University e

Discussant: Leon Epstein, University of Wisconsin, Madison

European Research Project: A Report
by Richard S. FKatz, Johns Hopkins

Professor Rudolph Wildemmann has organized a project on "The Future of
Party Govermment"” at the European University Institute. Its primary concern is
with the ability of political parties and party systems to adapt to the
challenges posed by socio—economic-political changes in contemporary Europe. As
currently constituted, the project consists of three subgroups. The first is
concerned with the development of govermment institutions and the meaning,
causes, and consequences of party government, the second with parties and
political mobilization, and the third with policy making and policy
effectiveness.

There was a general organizational and planning meeting of participants in
Florence in July and a meeting of the project steering committee (Rudolph
Wildenmann, Hans Daalder, Richard Katz, Karlheinz Reif, Gunnar Sjoblom, Manfred
Schmidt, Gordon Smith) in November. A collateral workshop has been organized
for the European Consortium for Political Research meeting in Aarhus in March,
and there will be a full meeting of the project at which papers will be
presented in June.

Twentieth Century Fund Study of PACs

Frank Sorauf of the University of Minnesota is serving this year as a
consultant to the Twentieth Century Fund”s study of political action committees.
The Fund is at the moment organizing a task force of prominent citizens to
review the growth of PACs in recent years, the consequences of that growth, and
its policy implications. The composition of the task force will be announced
shortly. In addition to meeting with the task force and offering it scholarly
support, Professor Sorauf is preparing a background paper on PACs for use of the
task force and for eventual publication of the report.

Call for Contributions to Book on Presidential Party Leadership

Robert Harmel of Texas A M is producing an edited volume of original works
on "Presidents and Their Parties: Leadership or Neglect?" The book will include
selections covering the historical development of the party leadership role, the
- limitations of the American enviromment on such a role, the performance of the
role in relation to Congress, conventions, fundraising, and campaigning, and
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other topics. He would appreciate learning of wunpublished research on this
topic, as well as current or planned projects. Please send such information,
including proposals for possible chapters, to Professor Robert Harmel,
Department of Political Science, Texas A M Univesity, College Station, Texas
77843.

Report on the State Party Transformation Study
by John Bibby, U. of Wisconsin at Milwaukee

With support from the National Science Foundation (Grant SOC 77-27020),
Cornelius Cotter, John Bibby, James Gibson, and Robert Huckshorn have been
engaged in a comparative study of party transformation in the American states.
This study of changing levels and correlates of party organizational strength
over time and cross-sectionally was prompted by the prevalent, but largely
untested, assumption that American party organization were by the mid-1970s
weaker and less effective than at any time in recent history. The data base
includes 1interviews with nearly 200 major party leaders in 27 sample states,
mail questionnaires to the state party chairs of the remaining 23 states, and
mail questionnairres to 560 former state chairs and to the full universe of
county-level chairs. Party rules for 98 state parties were analyzed, as were
the election laws of all 50 states. Following a survey of state historical
library resources on parties, relevant data was culled from party archival
materials (principally in Texas and Minnesota), dissertations, published
sources, and fugitive literature.

Party organizational strength has been conceptualized in terms of
organizational complexity and programmatic capacity. Using a summary measure of
party organizational strength derived from a factor analysis of fourteen items
to measure change in the levels of strength of state party organizations over
time, we find that state party organizations score substantially higher on such
measures today than in the early 1960s. This pattern does not fit the thesis of
party decline. Within this pattern, there are distinct differences between the
parties, with Republican organizations on average substantially stronger than
NDemocratic organizations, and within parties by region. There is also a general
flattening of the growth curve after the early 1970s. Looking to the attributes
of state party leaders over time, there has been 1little change in the role
orientations (amateur, professional) of state party chairmen during the 20-year
period, and state party organizations headed by "amateurs” are not distinctly
different in the levels of bureaucratization and program, and vary only slightly
in 1levels of integration with other party units and government, from those
headed by "professionals.” Both increasing amateurism among party leaders and
the anticipated adverse consequences for party organization appear to have been
overstated.

Cross—sectional analysis of the relationship between organizational
strength and party electoral success reveals that both Democrats and Republicans
had the strongest party organizations in the early 1960s in electorally
competitive areas, but that in the 1970s competitiveness and organizational
strength were unrelated. However, the relationship between organizational
strength and electoral success varies for the parties. Greater electoral
success 1is assoclated with weaker Democratic state party organizations, and
organizational strength has 1little direct impact on the party’s electoral
success. For the Republicans, party organizational strength appears, under some
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circumstances, to generate electoral success. Analysis of the relationship
between the states” public policies of support and regulation of parties and
party organizational strength in the late 1970s reveals no cross-sectional
relationships between such policies and organizational strength. That is,; . 1in
states in which public poliecy is more supportive and more regulatory of party,
organizations are neither stronger nor weaker.

Data analysis and hypothesis-testing are not yet completed and we cannot
therefore report on aspects of intra~-party and party govermment integration,
envirommental factors affecting party organizational strength, and additional
aspects of the possible interaction on organizational strength with electoral
participation.

Another APSA Subfield: The Presidency Research Group
by George Edwards, Texas A&M

Some members of POP may wish to become members of PRG, the Presidency
Research Group. PRG 1is an organization of scholars interested in research on
chief executives. Now in its fourth year, PRG regularly sponsors panels on
chief executives at the annual meeting of the APSA. Professor Norman Thomas of
the University of Cincinnati is organizing these panels for the 1982 meeting in
Denver.

The principal activity of PRG is the publication of a 30 to 40 page
semiannual newsletter. Each issue contains comprehensive bibliographies of
recent books, articles, and convention papers on chief executives;
bibliographies on relevant specialized topics; short "point of view" articles;
current research activities of members; PRG organizational news and convention
panels; and information on research funding and data availability. Membership
in the Presidency Research Group costs only $3.00 per year and includes the
price of a subscription to the newsletter. You may join by sending a check to
PRG"s Secretary-Treasurer: Professor Martha Kumar; Department of Political
Science; Towson State University; Baltimore, Maryland 21204.

Presidents and Their Parties: A Bibliography
by Robert Harmel, Texas A&M University

Editor”s Note: This item appeared in the Fall, 1981 Newsletter of the
Presidency Research Group Newsletter. It should interest members of
POP and is reprinted here with permission of the author and PRG.

Although it is now commonplace to include the role of party leader in the
list of the president”s major responsibilities, relatively 1little recent
research has been focused directly on the topic. One reason, no doubt, is that
the role 1s so elusive. It is unofficial and malleable, yet it is a role that
has been required of all recent presidents. It is a role that can be largely
shaped by the occupant of the office, and over time each president has performed
it according to his own style and philosophy. Yet the role has also become a
constant in that all recent presidents have been expected to "lead" their
parties” members in Congress, to campaign for their parties” candidates and star
at their fund-raisers, and, more generally, to "head” the party. Of course, all
these expectations run contrary to the lack of party discipline that seems so
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firmly imbedded in American legislative politics and to the desires of many of
those who aspire to the presidency to see themselves as "free agents” who depend
little on party organization. The president”s relationship to his party has
thus become an interesting one, a complex one, and a very important one-~—for the
parties and the presidency alike.

Studies of the president-party relationship take on a special importance in
a period of dramatic party decline, when presidents could potentially play an
important part in the rejuvenation of their parties. The literature that has
developed on the president as party leader includes historical studies of the
development of the party leader role (e.g., relations between the White House
and the party organization or the party in Congress). Some of each are included
in the following 1list of selections that are relevant to the study of the
president as party leader.

BASS, Harold F., Jr. (1977) "Presidential Responsibility for National Party
Atrophy." Prepared for delivery at the American Political Science
Association Annual Meeting, Washington.

. (1978) "Presidential Responsibility for National Party
Organization, 1945-1978." Ph.D. Dissertation, Vanderbilt University.

BINKLEY, Wilfred E. (1956) "The President as Chief Legislator." Annals of the
American Acadamy of Political and Social Science, September, pp.
92-105.

BROWN, Roger G. (1980) "Party Leadership in the Contemporary Presidency: A
Counter Assessment.” Prepared for delivery at the Southern Political
Science Association Annual Meeting, Atlanta.

BURNS, James MacGregor (1973) "The Presidential Politicians.” Chapter Five of
Presidential Government, pp. 155-191. Boston: Houghton Mifflin
Company.

CRONIN, Thomas E. (1980) "A Resurgent Congress and the Imperial Presidency."”
Political Science Quarterly, 95 (Summer), esp. 227-230.

. (1980) "The Presidency and the Parties."” In Gerald M. Pomper
(ed.), Party Renewal in America, pp. 176-193. New York: Praeger.

EGGER, Rowland (1972) The President of the United States, pp-. 170-179. New
York: McGraw-Hill. o

GOLDMAN, Ralph M. (1969) "Titular Leadership of the Presidential Parties.” In
Aaron Wildavsky (ed.), The Presidency, pp. 384~410. Boston:
Little-Brown.

GREENSTEIN, Fred I. (1979-1980) "Eisenhower as an Activist President: A Look at
New Evidence.” Political Science Quarterly, 94 (Winter), esp. pp-
579-580.

KOENIG, Louis W. (1971) "More Power to the President (Not Less)." Chapter Four
of Ronald Moe (ed.), Congress and the President, pp. 69-73. Pacific
Palisades: Goodyear.

. (1981) "Party Chief."” The Chief Executive, 4th ed. D
120-152. New York: Harcourt Brace Javonovich.

MILKIS, Sidney M. (1981) "Party Leadership and the Creation of the Modern
Presidency.” Prepared for delivery at the Midwest Political Science
Association Annual Meeting, Cincinnati.

ODEGARD, Peter H. (1956) "Presidential Leadership and Party Responsibility."”
Annals of the American Academy of Poltical and Social Science,
September, pp. 66-81. —‘

PARKER, Joseph, and FEdward N. KEARNEY. (1981) "The President and Political
Parties.” Chapter Four of Kearney (ed.), Dimensions of the Modern
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Presidency, pp. 81-96. St. Louis: Forum Press.

REAGAN, Michael. (1963) "Toward Improving National Policy Planning."” Public
Administration Review, 22 (March), esp. pp. 16-19.

RIPLEY, Randall B. (1969) "Party Leadership and Legislative Results,” Chapter
One of Majority Party Leadership in Congress, pp. 1-18. Boston:
Little, Brown.

ROBINSON, Donald Allen. (1974) "Presidents and Party Leadership: An Analysis of
Relations Between Presidents, Presidential Candidates, and Their
Parties” National Committee Headquarters Since 1952." Prepared for
delivery at the American Political Science Association Annual Meeting,
Chicago.

ROSE, - Richard. (1980) “"Government against Sub-Governments: A European
Perspective on Washington." Chapter Eight of Rose and Suleiman (eds.),
Presidents and Prime Ministers, esp. 19°0 312 ff. Washington:
American Enterprise Institute.

ROSSITER, Clinton. (1974) "The Presidency: Focus of Leadership.” 1In Stanley
Bach and George Sulzner (eds.), Perspectives on the Presidency, pp.
35-40. Lexington, Massachusetts: D.C. Heath and Company.

SELIGMAN, Lester G. (1978) "The Presidential Office and the President as Party
Leader (with a Postscript on the Kennedy-Nixon Era)."” In Jeff Fishel
(ed.), Parties and Elections in an Anti-Party Age, pp 295-302.
Bloomington: Indiana University Press.

Revised Table_g£ Contents to Janda”s Comparative Parties Data

The ICPSR codebook for the Comparative Political Parties Data, 1950-1962
(Study 7534) has a very confusing 1ist of variables on pages XVI to XXV that
makes the data very difficult to use (even for Janda). I have prepared a much
clearer guide to the variables that I will send on request. These data
constitute the bhasis for Kenneth Janda, Political Parties: A Cross-National
Survey (New York: The Free Press, 1980) and are analyzed in Robert Harmel and
Kenneth Janda, Parties and Their Enviromments: Limits to Reform? (New York:
Longman, 1982). Write me at the Department of Political Science; Northwestern
University; Evanston, Tllinois 60201.
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Membership Dues and the 1982 Membership Directory

Paid members of POP are entitled to receive its Membership Directory, which
lists some 200 scholars of political organizations and parties by field of
interest. We will use a new set of categories this year, so it is IMPORTANT
that you complete the form on the last page and mail it promptly. If you have
already paid your 1981-82 dues and submitted the new membership form, it will be
8o Indicated on the form itself.
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Index to Articles on Political Parties Listed in ABC POL SCI for 1981
by Kenneth Janda and Greg Goldman

ABC POL SCI is a very useful bibliographic publication that 1lists the
tables of contents for hundreds of journals pertaining to political science and
legal studies. Puhlished in six issues annually, ABC POL SCI not only lists the

titles by journals but also 1indexes the articles under a fixed set of
ﬁage%gries.» Political Parties” had 115 entries in 1981 and "Interest Groups"
a .‘

This index includes the 98 English-language titles under bhoth headings.
It is divided into two parts. Part I lists the titles alphabetized by keywords
embedded in context. (Hence, this 1s called a keyword-in-context or "KWIC"
index.) The average title is indexed by 4.9 keywords. One can 1learn the
complete citation by consulting the author list in the right-hand column and
then turning to Part II, which is an author-alphabetized bibliography. This
index should bring one wup-to-date on journal articles published in English
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POLITICAL ORGANIZATIONS/PARTIES
1981-82 Membership Status ————3p

If the mailing label on the reverse side is incorrect, please check here ( )
and revise on reverse side or give correct address below:

Please check your special interests {up to 8 choices) on this revised list:

41 Private interest groups

l

91 Organizational Theory

: 42 Public interest groups 92 Historical analysis
__ 43 single interest groups 93 Statistical analysis
__ 44  Extremist groups 94 Modeling/simulation

45 'Media as organizations

__ 46 Political consultants

é

Concept analysis/measurement
96 Data collection
97 Definitions/Typologies

___ 00 ORGANIZATION: ___ 50 SYSTEM STABILITY/CHANGE
PURPOSE/ACTORS /STRUCTURE __ 51 Institutionslization
__ 01 ‘Ideology/Policies __ 52 Decline/decomposition
__ 02 sStrategy/Tactics ___ 53 Reform/renewal
__ 03 Members/Activists ___ 54 Alignment/dealignment
___ 04 Elites/leaders __ 55 Competition -
__ 05 Candidates/Officeholders __ 56 Minor Parties
06 Factions __ 57 Anti-system/Revolutionary
__ 07 National Conferences/Organs
__ 08 Local/Constituency Organs __ 60 AMERICAN POLITICS: AREA/LEVEL/ERA
___ 61 Southern
__ 10 ORGANIZATION: PROCESS ___ 62 Eastern
__ 11 Recruiting/incentives __ 63 Midwestern
__ 12 Decision making ___ 64 Vestern
__ 13 Campaigning ___ 65  States in general
__ 14 TFund raising __ 66 local/City/County
___ 15 Nominating candidates __ 67 Before 1900
___ 16 Discipline/cohesion ___ 68 1900 to World War II
__ 17 Propagandizing
___ 18 Social Activities ___ 70 AMERICAN POLITICS: STRUCTURE
__ 71 Primary elections
-— 20 RELATIONS TO THE PUBLIC __ 72 Pres. Nomination Conventions
21 Political Participation 73 Third Parties
__ 22 Mass movements : 74 Black/Hispanic polities
__ 23 Anti-organization attitudes __ 75 Political Action Committees
___ 24 Community groups __ 716 TFederal Election Commission
__ 25 Social Cleavages __ 77 Democratic Party
___ 26 Voting behavior ___ 78 Republican Party
__ 27 Clientelism : :
___ 80 COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS/INTEREST
___ 30 RELATIONS TO GOVERNMENT ___ 81 Western Democratic
31 Executive leadership B2 Communist Regimes
__ 32 Coalition government : 83 Non-communist Authoritarian
__ 33 legislative participation ___ 84 latin America
___ .34 Bureaucracy __ 85 K. Africa/Middle East
35 4iinkage functions __ 86 africa south of the Sahara
36 Lobbying activities 87 Asia -
___ 37 Political finance laws __88 Transnational/European Community
__ 38 Elections/Electoral Systems __ 89 Specific countries:
__ 40 NON-PARTY GROUPS 90 STUDY OF POLITICAL ORGANIZATIONS

Send with check for $3.00 dues (payable to Northwestern University) to
Prof. KENNETH JANDA; DEPT. OF POLITICAL SCIENCE; NORTHWESTERN U.; EVANSTON,

IL. 60201

ﬁ Please send news items for publication in the Spring NEWSLETTER.
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