Before Belmont: Ethics in Experimental Psychology
Scavenger Hunt

I: Who conducted the “Little Albert” classical conditioning study?

2: According to Stanley Milgram, why was deception necessary for his obedience study?

3: Which study is Philip Zimbardo best known for?

4: In 1-2 sentences, what was the “Cook Committee?”

5: Which psychologist studied rhesus monkeys to understand how love, attachment, and physical

contact can impact the development of infants?
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Before Belmont: Ethics in Experimental Psychology
Scavenger Hunt

6: In 1-2 sentences, why was the critical incident approach necessary for developing

psychology’s ethical codes?

7: Who conducted the Robbers Cave study?
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Before Belmont: Ethics in Experimental Psychology
Critical Thinking Prompts

Explore the documents, audio, text from Pages 17-19: The Stanford Prison Experiment,
Debriefing, and Milgram & Zimbardo. Then, respond to the following question in 1-2

paragraphs:

Briefly explain some of the criticisms directed at the Stanford Prison Experiment, both in
its immediate aftermath and in the present day. Why do you think Zimbardo and his

research team chose to carry out this experiment as a simulation?
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Before Belmont: Ethics in Experimental Psychology
Critical Thinking Prompts

View the video and text descriptions on Pages 3 and 6: Little Albert and Harry Harlow. Then,

respond to the following question in 1-2 paragraphs:

Compare and contrast the “Little Albert” study with Harry Harlow’s research with rhesus
monkeys. Does the fact that Harlow carried out his methods on rhesus monkeys, rather
than humans, alter your perception of this research? How should ethical standards differ

between research with human and animal subjects?
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Before Belmont: Ethics in Experimental Psychology
Critical Thinking Prompts

Read the documents and text on Pages 14 and 15: The Milgram Experiment and Robbers

Cave. Then, respond to the following question in 1-2 paragraphs:

Consider Stanley Milgram’s obedience experiments and the Robbers Cave study. Do you
feel that Milgram and the Sherifs were justified in deceiving their subjects? Why or why

not?
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Before Belmont: Ethics in Experimental Psychology
Critical Thinking Prompts

Read the documents and text on Pages 22-25: Justice, The Tuskegee Syphilis Study, National
Research Act of 1974, and "The Belmont Report'". Then, respond to the following question in
1-2 paragraphs:

Briefly explain the Tuskegee Syphilis Study. Why was this study so controversial, and

what ethical principles were violated by the research?
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