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C December 16 at 9:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m.
Gary L . Miller, ph .d ., President of The University of Akron, Presiding

Prelude musiC  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   (All preludes begin 30 minutes before the ceremony.)  
Sonata No. 12 Johann Pezel

  Psalm 19 Benedetto Marcello 
  Sussex Mummers’ Carol Percy Grainger 
  Alleluia G .F . Handel 
   The University of Akron Brass Choir 
   Christopher Blaha, Conductor

fanfare and ProCessional   .  .  .  .  .  (The audience will remain seated.)
  Procession of the Scholars William Harbinson 
   The University of Akron Brass Choir

The nATionAl AnThem  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  (The audience is invited to stand and sing.)
    Led by K . Cordell Weaver 
    Student, School of Music
   performed by The University of Akron Brass Choir

welCome and introduCtion   .  .  .  Gary L . Miller, ph .d .
   President, The University of Akron

greetings  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Member
   Board of Trustees

student address  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  December 16, Morning
  Tamia S . Jackson
 December 16, Afternoon
  Clark D . Bates

address to the Candidates   .  .  .  .  Gary L . Miller, ph .d .
   President, The University of Akron

In the December 16 morning ceremony, there will be a presentation of candidates for the Buchtel College of Arts and 
Sciences and the College of Business .
In the December 16 afternoon ceremony, there will be a presentation of candidates for the College of Engineering and 
Polymer Science and the College of Health and Human Sciences .

Commencement ProgramFall 2023 Commencement Program
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the Presentation of 
degree Candidates. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  The presentation of candidates for doctoral degrees
  The presentation of candidates for master’s degrees
  The presentation of candidates for baccalaureate degrees
  The presentation of candidates for associate degrees

welCome of the  
alumni assoCiation 
to the Class of 2022 . . . . . . . . . . . . .   William Kollman ’08, ’10 

 Assistant Vice President, Alumni Relations 
 Executive Director, The Alumni Association

announCements . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Gary L . Miller, ph .d .
   President, The University of Akron

The AlmA mATer .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   (The audience is invited to stand and sing. See Page 26.)
    Led by K . Cordell Weaver 
    Student, School of Music
   performed by The University of Akron Brass Choir

reCessional. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   The Akron Blue and Gold Fred Waring 
Pomp & Circumstances March No. 1 Edward Elgar 
Pomp & Circumstances March No. 4 Edward Elgar

  performed by The University of Akron Brass Choir
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Academic Processional & 
Ceremonial Customs

The ceremonial customs of commencement, rooted in centuries-old tradition, are described below .

Processional
The academic processional is 
an official prelude to the com-
mencement ceremony . University 
marshals lead the procession, 
followed by the assembled degree 
candidates, marching in order 
of degree earned . Following the 
 candidates are the members of 
each represented college's faculty . 
Next come the platform party, 
including Trustees, administra-
tive officers, and recipient(s) 
of honorary degrees . Finally, 
the University Marshal, bear-
ing the University Mace, which 
 represents the authority of both 
the University and the state, is 
immediately followed by the 
president of the University .

Academic Attire
The academic regalia worn at 
 commencement are of medieval 
 origin . The scholars of Bologna, 
Paris, Oxford, Cambridge and 
Heidelberg dressed in a manner  
to distinguish themselves from 
the merchants and other towns-
people . When the univer sities 
first arose in the 11th  century, 
“learned clerks” robed themselves 
in gowns, caps and hoods, thus 
 signifying the  distinction between 
“town” and “gown .” As additional 
universities came into being, 
professors adopted distinctive 
forms of the gown and hood for 
bachelor’s,  master’s and doctoral 
degrees . 

These customs are ref lected in 
today’s commencement attire .  
In Europe, a professor gener-
ally wears the type of garment 
 customary in the university where 
he or she is lecturing . In the 
United States, professors wear the 
gown and hood of the university 
where they earned their high-
est degree . All commencement 
ceremony  participants at The 
University of Akron are attired in 
the appro priate academic apparel . 
University  marshals are distin-
guished by their blue and gold 
robes and Elizabethan caps .

Caps and Tassels
The cap, also called the mortar-
board, may have been derived 
from the squarish cap worn by 
the masons of the Middle Ages, 
or  perhaps was suggested by the 
shape of the books which occu-
pied so much of the scholar’s 
time . In the United States, the 
cap is usu ally f lat and square in 
shape . In Europe, one some-
times sees caps of other  varieties . 
Attached to a button atop the 
mortarboard is a tassel .

Gowns
Originally, the gown may simply 
have been a type of overcoat to 
protect the teacher from the cold  
in unheated buildings . The cut  
or style appears to derive from 
ecclesiastical attire and most 
often is black . The associates and 
bachelor’s gowns generally have  
a closed front and open sleeves . 
The master’s gown more often has 
long, closed sleeves, from which 
the arms extend through a slit at 
the wrist . The  doctor’s gown is 
faced down the front with  velvet 
panels and has bell-shaped sleeves 
 adorned with three velvet bars .

Hoods
A triangular fold of cloth worn 
over the back of the gown, the 
hood is faced with colors which 
denote the field of study repre-
sented by the wearer’s degree . 
The colors of the lining indicate 
the college or aca demic discipline 
in which the degree is granted .

Colors
The various colleges and 
academic disciplines of 
The University of Akron are 
 represented by the  following hood 
and tassel colors:

Apricot Nursing

Drab  Business

Gold  Doctoral

Light Blue  Education and 
Counseling

Orange  Engineering and 
Polymer Science

Peacock  Disaster Science 
and Emergency 
Services

Pink Music

Purple Law

Silver  Arts and Sciences 
Associate’s

Teal  Health and 
Human Sciences

White  Arts and Sciences 
Bachelor’s

Yellow  Social Work and 
Child and Family 
Development
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The University Seal
A seal is an emblem, symbol or  
word that certifies or authen-
ticates a document . The use 
of official seals dates back to 
the Norman Conquest in 1066 . 
During the next century, seals 
were used throughout England  
to authen ticate documents . 
Persons of rank had unique seals 
befitting their  status . Most seals 
were  circular or oval-shaped with 
heraldic designs embossed on  
their faces .

The use of seals became part  
of academic tradition in the 
 medieval university and continues 
to the present . The University  
of Akron, for example, displays  
its seal on diplomas presented  
to its graduates .

The coat of arms shown on the 
University’s seal includes an open 
book and quill, representative of 
the University’s original liberal 
arts curriculum . A lamp of learn-
ing shown against a city skyline 
depicts the University’s metropol-
itan setting . Three diagonal bars 
represent the private, municipal 
and state stages of the University’s 
history . The phoenix, a mythi-
cal bird that is consumed by fire 
and rises from its ashes to achieve 
greater glory, is a tribute to the 
University’s rebirth following the 
devastating fire of 1899 . The seal 
also displays the original Buchtel 
College motto, Fiat Lux (let there 
be light) .

The Ceremonial Mace
The Ceremonial Mace was 
presented to The University of 
Akron by the Alumni Association 
on Founders Day 1970, in recog-
nition of the University’s found-
ing 100 years earlier as Buchtel 
College .

Since ancient times, maces have 
been symbols of authority for  
many academic and govern mental 
bodies . The University of Akron’s 
Ceremonial Mace is carried by 
the University marshal at all 
 formal academic occasions .

The most distinguishing feature 
of the Ceremonial Mace is the 
aforementioned rising phoenix, 
an apt symbol for the University, 
which was rebuilt, through the 
generous support of alumni and 
the community, from the ashes of 
Buchtel College after it burned 
down in 1899 . 

Ceremonial 
Mace

University Seal



University Board of Trustees

Trustees
Lewis W . Adkins, Jr ., j .d . ’92
 Chair

Christine Amer Mayer, j .d .
 Vice Chair

Trina M . Carter, j .d . ’92, ’98
Mark S . Lerner ’75
Thomas F . Needles
Michael J . Saxon ’83
William A . Scala ’75
Thomas A . Waltermire ’01*
Bryan C . Williams

Student Trustees
Nicholas K . Campana
Luke D . Smith

Advisory Trustee
David W . James, ed .d .

*Honorary Degree

Officers of the Board

M . Celeste Cook, j .d . ’84, ’87
 Secretary of the Board 
  Vice President and General Counsel

John J . Reilly, j .d .
 Assistant Secretary of the Board  
   Associate Vice President and  

Deputy General Counsel

University Officers & Deans

Officers
Gary L . Miller, ph .d . 
 President

John Wiencek, ph .d .
  Executive Vice President 

 and Provost

Dallas A . Grundy
 Senior Vice President and CFO

Suzanne Bausch, ph .d .
  Vice President for Research and  

 Business Engagement and  
 Dean of the Graduate School

Jill Bautista, j .d .
 Vice President, Operations

Kimberly M . Cole ’93,  ’95
 Vice President of Advancement  
   and Executive Director, The 

University of Akron Foundation

Deans
Mitchell S . McKinney, ph .d .
  Buchtel College of Arts and Sciences

Craig C . Menzemer, ph .d .
  College of Engineering  

 and Polymer Science

Robert J . “R .J .” Nemer, j .d . ’90, ’95
  College of Business

Daniel L . Friesner, ph .d .
 College of Health and Human Sciences

Emily Janoski-Haehlen, j .d . 
  School of Law

Aimée L . deChambeau, ph .d .
 University Libraries

Fedearia Nicholson-Sweval, ph .d . 
’95, ’97, ’18

  The Drs. Gary B. and  
  Pamela S. Williams Honors College 
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M . Celeste Cook, j .d . ’84, ’87
 Vice President and General Counsel

Tammy Ewin
  Vice President, Chief Communication 

 and Marketing Officer

Sarah Kelly
  Vice President of Human Resources 

  and Chief Human Resources 
Officer

Paul Levy, ph .d .
  Vice President and Chief of Staff

John A . Messina, ed .d . ’11
 Vice President for Student Affairs

Sheldon B . Wrice, ed .d . ’95, ’13
  Vice President for Inclusion and 

 Equity and Chief Diversity Officer
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University Marshals

December 16, 
Afternoon
Marshal
Diane Brown, ph.d.
 Associate Professor, Nursing 
 School of Nursing

Associate Marshal
Steven Jacobson
 Office of the University Registrar

December 16, 
Morning
Marshal
Joseph Fox, ph.d.
  Assistant Professor, Entrepreneurship 

 and Director, Fitzgerald Institute 
 for Entrepreneurial Studies 
Department of Management

Associate Marshal
Steven Jacobson
 Office of the University Registrar

University Interpreter

The commencement ceremonies will be interpreted by Julie Jenkins and Erica Layton.
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University Faculty Representatives

December 16, 
Morning
Kate Budd, m .f .a .
Patricia Connelly, ph .d .
Juan Contreras  

Barberena, m .a . ’06
Michael DeDad, ph .d .
Suzanne Gradisher, j .d . ’04
Gary Holliday, ph .d .
Matthew Juravich, ph .d .
Zhexi Li, ph .d .
William McHenry, ph .d .
David Payne, m .s . ’85, ’86
John Peck, ph .d .
Deborah Owens, ph .d .
James Wallace, m .a . ’97
Mark Welf ley, m .b .a .
Stephanie Yuhas, j .d . ’99, ’05

December 16, 
Afternoon
Stacia Biddle, ph .d . ’04
Pamela Bonnett, d .n .p . ’85
Joan Carletta, ph .d .
George Chase, ph .d . ’78, ’88
Tammie Ferguson, d .n .p .
Mark Foster, ph .d .
Abraham Joy, ph .d .
Judith Juvancic-Heltzel, ph .d .
Timothy Meyers, ph .d .
Jeffrey Pellegrino, ph .d .
Zhenmeng Peng, ph .d .
Linda Saliga, ph .d .
Linda Shanks, ph .d ., d .n .p .
Mark Soucek, ph .d .
Hossein Tavana, ph .d .
David Tefteller, ph .d . ’09, ’14
Donald Visco, ph .d .
Junpeng Wang, ph .d .
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Graduation With Honors

Graduation  
With Distinction
To graduate with distinction, 
students must have maintained 
specified levels of academic 
achievement directly related 
to quality points earned for all 
 undergraduate courses taken .  
The maximum quality point ratio 
possible is 4 .00 .
To qualify for these honors 
 distinctions, students must be 
receiving a baccalaureate degree, 
having earned a minimum  
of 60 credits at The University 
of Akron; or an associate degree 
or baccalaureate degree,  having 
completed a minimum of 30 cred-
its at The University of Akron .
The honors levels for each group 
are described as follows .

Baccalaureate  
Honors Designation

60 or more credits earned
Summa Cum Laude— 
quality point ratio of 3 .80 to 4 .00
Magna Cum Laude— 
quality point ratio of 3 .60 to 3 .79
Cum Laude— 
quality point ratio of 3 .40 to 3 .59

Associate or  
Baccalaureate  
Honors Designation

30 or more credits earned
With Highest Distinction— 
quality point ratio of 3 .80 to 4 .00
With High Distinction— 
quality point ratio of 3 .60 to 3 .79
With Distinction— 
quality point ratio of 3 .40 to 3 .59

Williams Honors Scholars
Williams Honors Scholars 
have completed the graduation 
requirements of their baccalaure-
ate majors and of the Williams 
Honors College with cumulative 
quality point ratios of at least 3 .40 . 
The Williams Honors College 
encourages and assists exception-
ally talented students to achieve 
high distinction in academic work 
from freshman through senior 
levels and  fosters respect and 
appreciation for superior intel-
lectual  achievement . Williams 
Honors Scholars have completed 
honors courses, an honors collo-
quium sequence and individually 
designed senior  honors projects .



Candidates for Doctoral Degrees

December 16, 2023 
Morning
Buchtel College  
of Arts and Sciences
Founded 1870

Dean Mitchell S. McKinney

doCtor of PhilosoPhy

Jaimie L. Chen
Industrial/Organizational Psychology
M .A ., The University of Akron 
B .S ., Olivet Nazarene University
Dissertation: “Customer 
Friendliness and Employee 
Emotional Labor: The Impact 
of Employee Gratitude and 
Indebtedness on Emotion 
Regulation and Job Satisfaction”
Adviser: Dr . James Diefendorff

Tiffany M. Hardwick
Secondary Education
M .S .Ed ., The University of Akron 
B .S ., Ohio University
Dissertation: “A Descriptive Study 
on Student Perspectives of School 
Experiences”
Adviser: Dr . Shernavaz Vakil

Mahala S. Hobbs
Chemistry
M .S ., The University of Akron  
B .S ., Allegheny College
Dissertation: “Synthesis and 
Characterization of Biologically 
Active Imidazolium Salts”
Adviser: Dr . Christopher Ziegler

Michelle L. Houston
Psychology – Adult Development 
and Aging
M .A ., B .A ., The University of Akron
Dissertation: “A Creative 
Approach to the Study of 
Creativity: An Integrated 
Framework of Creativity in 
Middle-Aged and Older Adults”
Adviser: Dr . Philip Allen

Addie R. Keating-Zaid
Chemistry
M .S ., The University of Akron  
B .S ., Xavier University
Dissertation: “Unconventional 
Mass Spectrometry Methods for 
Probing Assemblies, Bonding, and 
Reactions of Polymeric Materials 
and Supramolecular Complexes”
Adviser: Dr . Chrys Wesdemiotis

Megan E. Kenworthy
Industrial/Organizational Psychology
M .A ., B .A ., The University of Akron
Dissertation: “Emotional Labor 
and the Dark Triad Personality 
Traits: How Do Dark Personality 
Traits Relate to Emotional Labor 
Processes?”
Adviser: Dr . James Diefendorff

Faith C. Lee
Industrial/Organizational Psychology
M .A ., The University of Akron  
B .A ., University of Maryland
Dissertation: “Automatic 
Regulation in Emotional Labor”
Adviser: Dr . James Diefendorff

Matthew J. Tarchick
Integrated Bioscience
B .S ., John Carroll University
Dissertation: “Visual System 
Development: The First Synapse 
and Beyond”
Adviser: Dr . Jordan Renna

ten
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Buchtel College  
of Arts and Sciences
Founded 1870

Dean Mitchell S. McKinney

master of  
aPPlied PolitiCs
Miranda N . Hirsch
Claire T . Jimerson
Elizabeth A . Mawhinney
Nour Shakaki
John N . Spinner

master of arts
Grace Carter

Theatre Arts – Arts Administration
Nicole E . Donaldson

Industrial / Organizational 
Psychology

Ellen M . Dutton
Theatre Arts – Arts Administration

Courtney A . Flickinger
Strategic Communication Online
Steven A . Holthouser

Industrial / Organizational 
Psychology

Daniel C . Hynes
Industrial / Organizational 
Psychology

Jessica Elizabeth Myers
Communication

Jacqueline M . Manosky
English

Shannon L . Sales
English

Ariel Stahler
Communication

master of arts  
in eduCation
Isabel C . Sestito

Curriculum & Instruction
Jamal C . Hamm

Educational Administration  
& Leadership

Jarrell Lemons
Educational Administration  
& Leadership

Tyler A . Mayfield
Educational Administration  
& Leadership

master of arts  
in PolitiCal sCienCe
Chase A . Hedrick

Intelligence and National 
Security Studies

Annabella R . King
Intelligence and National 
Security Studies

Ian N . Kyer
Intelligence and National 
Security Studies

Mai S . Lor
Intelligence and National 
Security Studies

Jesse Roe
Intelligence and National 
Security Studies

Joseph W . Roth
Intelligence and National 
Security Studies

Nour Shakaki
Intelligence and National 
Security Studies

Leslie E . Stroud
Intelligence and National 
Security Studies

master of musiC
Parisa Khaksari

Music – Piano Performance
Elizabeth S . Rickel

Music – Voice Performance
Brady D . Sark

Music Technology

master of sCienCe
Kiersten L . McMahon

Statistics

master of sCienCe 
in CurriCulum and 
instruCtion
Jason M . Render Sr .

AYA – Integrated Social Studies

Candidates for Master’s Degrees 



Candidates for Master’s Degrees (cont .)

College of Business
Founded 1953

Dean Robert J. Nemer

master of Business 
administration
Christine Helena Andreasen

Business Interdisciplinary Online
Julie Ann Berthelot

Business Interdisciplinary
Megan M . Bourquin

Business Interdisciplinary
Unique Brown

Business Interdisciplinary Online
Nicholas K . Chura

Business Interdisciplinary
Emily D . Cironi

Business Interdisciplinary Online
Sean D . Conroy Jr .

Business Interdisciplinary Online
Kimberly F . Devoll

Business Interdisciplinary Online
Jennifer L . Douglas

Business Interdisciplinary
Joanna Mohsin Elhaddi

Business Interdisciplinary Online
Keshawn Gadison

Business Interdisciplinary Online
Rachit Garg

Business Interdisciplinary
Ramandeep S . Gill

Business Interdisciplinary Online
Kolstin L . Hartzler

Business Interdisciplinary

Shanel Maurer
Business Interdisciplinary

Michael E . McIntire
Business Interdisciplinary

Brian E . Meluch
Business Interdisciplinary

Natalie Minns
Business Interdisciplinary

Rebecca Marie Obman
Business Interdisciplinary

Myrissa A . Powell
Business Interdisciplinary Online

Julia F . Reedy
Business Interdisciplinary

Julian M . Richardson
Business Interdisciplinary

Christopher L . Seitler
Business Interdisciplinary

Erin R . Thrower
Business Interdisciplinary

Sam R . Tojaga
Business Interdisciplinary

Kasey D . Willener
Business Interdisciplinary

Jonathan C . Yang
Business Interdisciplinary Online

Ashley N . Zakrajsek
Business Interdisciplinary Online

master of sCienCe  
in management
Andy J . Hillier

Business Analytics –  
Information Systems

Ifteqar Hussain Khaja
Business Analytics –  
Information Systems

Manmeet Singh
Business Analytics – Supply Chain

Stephen E . Smith
Business Analytics – Supply Chain

master of taxation
Rosemarie E . Amore
Jamie R . Demeulenaere
Zachary M . Dilauro
Jennifer M . Eich
Alaina C . Fullerman
Stephanie A . Lehota
Erika Leimbach
Charles D . Miller

twelve



thirteen

*   Separate Baccalaureate Degrees  
in Two Disciplines

Buchtel College of Arts 
and Sciences
Founded 1870

Dean Mitchell S. McKinney

BaChelor of arts
Mona Abdeldaim

Magna Cum Laude
Carmen Addison
Danielle R . Albanese

Magna Cum Laude
Logan M . Anderson
Madeline M . Anderson

Magna Cum Laude
Madison C . Armstrong

Magna Cum Laude
Nimra Asif

Magna Cum Laude
Honors Scholar

Nicholas Barrett
With Highest Distinction

Galilea Bautista-Sosa
Magna Cum Laude

Mason Beal
Alyssa M . Bissell
Zachary Bost
Marissa Buser
Miranda M . Castillo
Jared J . Cavanaugh
Tanner A . Codding
Alora E . Crayden

Magna Cum Laude
Matiana F . Cruz

Cum Laude
Demetrius Y . Davis II
Elizabeth Dennis
Sandra T . Diego
Ana Maria Dobrijevic
Sylvia R . Downie
Ainsley A . Doyle

Magna Cum Laude
Honors Scholar

Dina K . Elhindi
Magna Cum Laude

Mi’-Chael I . Fitch
Garrett J . Formick
Erin O . Freeman
Christian Kendall Gaietto*

Magna Cum Laude
Nicholas H . Gregory

Cum Laude
Kelli A . Grote

Cum Laude
Leslyanah P . Hicks
Emilee N . Hopper
Allysn Hryn

Summa Cum Laude
Brooklyn N . Hunger
Haley N . Ikey
Hanna K . Jake
Michelle L . Dodd-Jay

Taniqua L . Jones
Andrew W . Karka

Magna Cum Laude
Hanna M . Keane
Alyssa M . Latona

With Highest Distinction
Katherine D . Lawrence
Quevan Lawson
Emma N . Lehman

Cum Laude
Maiya S . Lenoir
Amanda L . Lutz
Wesley J . Martin

Magna Cum Laude
Leah M . Mata
John A . Matteo

Magna Cum Laude
Lennon S . Medvick

Magna Cum Laude
Talarot Mehm
Sava Mirkovic
Nicoletta Monteleone

Magna Cum Laude
Brooke E . Muller
Gerald J . Nesbitt
Makala M . Nye
Josefina Olazcon Mendoza
Jennifer L . Parr
Olga N . Paulozzi

With Highest Distinction
Hannah Phillips
Tania Pittman

Summa Cum Laude
Matthew G . Popotnik
Elaina J . Price

Cum Laude
Thomas J . Purdon II
Larry F . Purnell
Yalina Rai

Cum Laude
Alexis M . Raineri

Summa Cum Laude
Honors Scholar

Jonathan G . Rash
Gillian R . Reinhart

Cum Laude
Dominique Richards

Cum Laude
Honors Scholar

Noah Ritchey
Summa Cum Laude

Joshua D . Robinson
Jakob E . Schettler
Megan D . Shearlock
Michael T . Shipp
Samira L . Smith

Summa Cum Laude
Honors Scholar

Marie A . Suso
Cum Laude

Danne E . Symons
Mackenzie C . Syska

Summa Cum Laude
Charles W . Talbert

Magna Cum Laude
John G . Thomas

Kyle G . Timas
Magna Cum Laude

Ariel Torgler
Summa Cum Laude

Simara Vines
Cum Laude
Honors Scholar

Emily Ward
Sara M . Welden

Magna Cum Laude

BaChelor of arts 
in Business and 
organizational 
CommuniCation
Chayne M . Hershberger

BaChelor of arts  
in eduCation
Zachary R . Buchanan
Joy M . Fajt
Rylee Knox
Ryan T . McAdams
Dorian Mcvaney
Rachel M . Middleton
Madeline R . Piorkowski
Kyle T . Pritchard
Matthew S . Ripple

Summa Cum Laude
Honors Scholar

Candidates for Baccalaureate Degrees



BaChelor of sCienCe
Kendra L . Albertson

Cum Laude
Faith E . Baker

Magna Cum Laude
Daniel Bartlett

Summa Cum Laude
Cheyanne A . Bergant
Skye L . Bissell

Magna Cum Laude
Elizabeth J . Blythin

Summa Cum Laude
Ashley M . Bowering

Cum Laude
Ravyn N . Carter
Hailey L . Connor

Cum Laude
Brianna N . Cordeiro
Hillary Cuffey
Madisyn C . Daniels
Kostandinos Dimos
Mason J . Doerrer

Summa Cum Laude
Abey Blue A . Duke
Leah K . Frazier
Catlain G . Freeman

With Distinction
Chloe R . Gaines
Tessa L . Gardella

Summa Cum Laude
Megan E . Garland
Alex M . Graham
Jackson A . Hill
Courtney S . Hughes

Summa Cum Laude
Madison R . Isaac

Cum Laude
Honors Scholar

Tamia Jackson
Faith A . Johnson

Magna Cum Laude
Madison R . Koeppel
Kyle V . Lang

Magna Cum Laude

Jackson M . Macatol
Summa Cum Laude
Honors Scholar

Kylee M . Malloy
Nicholas S . McLeod

Magna Cum Laude
Jordyn C . Miklinski

Summa Cum Laude
Emmanuel Myers

Cum Laude
Bridgett O’Donahue
Kathleen O’Brien

Cum Laude
Dev G . Patel

Cum Laude
Anthony Pedone
Jamie N . Pipik

Magna Cum Laude
Sumayya S . Qureshi

Cum Laude
Nathan P . Rawson
Megan Reynold
Taylor G . Roberts

Magna Cum Laude
Zoey E . Robertson

Summa Cum Laude
Leonardo J . Sabatina
Joseph B . Salloum

Magna Cum Laude
Joseph D . Sarpong Jr .
Ye Shen
Zermeen A . Siddigi

Summa Cum Laude
Honors Scholar

Audrey K . Suncire
Magna Cum Laude

Naomi M . Surace
Zeynep S . Tan
Dexter A . Todd Sr .
Julianna M . Tomaro
Elena Vukovic

Summa Cum Laude
Honors Scholar

Nina M . White
Cum Laude

Olivia R . Zeleznik
Cum Laudeine

BaChelor of arts  
in multidisCiPlinary 
studies
Tamia J . Kendrick

With Distinction
Jenice A . Mario
Catherine L . Pendergrast
Theresa A . Rabbitts

BaChelor of fine arts
Hannah N . Bloomquist

Summa Cum Laude
Moriah L . Clay

Summa Cum Laude
Sarah A . Mason
Katherine Strobel

Summa Cum Laude
Wesley A . Thompson

BaChelor of musiC
Karlynn M . Baker

Summa Cum Laude
Preston Blakeslee

Summa Cum Laude
Matthew D . Dietrich

Magna Cum Laude
Brandon R . Hansen*

Summa Cum Laude
Katie Anne Johnson

Summa Cum Laude
Honors Scholar

Jenson Kozar
Magna Cum Laude

Corwin A . Pendergast
Nathan Reising
Julia M . Semple

Cum Laude
Kevin C . Weaver Jr .

Summa Cum Laude
Noah J . Whetstone

Summa Cum Laude
Honors Scholar

Madison C . Woodard
Summa Cum Laude

fourteen

Candidates for Baccalaureate Degrees (cont .)

*   Separate Baccalaureate Degrees  
in Two Disciplines



fifteen

BaChelor of sCienCe  
in eduCation
Jordyn E . Addison

Cum Laude
Aubrey J . Alejandro

Cum Laude
Kaitlin S . Allen
Hannah K . Allshouse
Jessica D . Arena

Summa Cum Laude
Aubrey K . Bodager
Kylie Bowser

Cum Laude
Olivia Bush
James Connolly

Cum Laude
Taylor L . Coppedge

Cum Laude
Titi Dah
Daire Davis
Jennifer R . Drum
Amanda M . Enderlein

Summa Cum Laude
Ana C . Flores

Summa Cum Laude
Paige K . Ganzer

Magna Cum Laude
Brooke Griffith

Summa Cum Laude
Julia Danielle Grimm

Summa Cum Laude
Julia G . Henderson

Summa Cum Laude
Mcgee C . Huffman

Magna Cum Laude
Raegan J . Hull

Cum Laude
Kortlin A . Jaber

Summa Cum Laude
Samantha S . Jubeck

With Highest Distinction
Jadyn A . Kerns
Jadyn Kuykendall
Jennafer Laubacher

Summa Cum Laude

BaChelor of sCienCe  
in geograPhy –  
geograPhiC 
information sCienCes
Stephen R . Benes

BaChelor of sCienCe 
in organizational 
suPervision
Winifred W . Alexander
Jerome Baidoo
Terrance D . Banks
Cassandra Brown
Taylor Brown-Smith
Alexander Devus
Jean Dieuvil
Phoebe Q . Easton

Summa Cum Laude
Eboni Ewart

Cum Laude
Leanna R . Faulknier
Jenna M . French
Allison S . Gortner

With Distinction
Bria J . Houseworth
Alaina M . Jackson
Fred M . Johnson
Ryan Johnson
Lucas P . Judy
Colin K . Keanu
Dusty L . Klinect

Cum Laude
Michelle L . Longoria
Ziggy McPeters
Mary Mingo
Melissa Miranda

Summa Cum Laude
William N . Munko
Daniel J . Pierce
Joel Sangwa

With Distinction
Shannon Satterfield

Cum Laude
Jacob M . Schafer
Dwight L . Smith
Todd Smith
Cameron Threatt
Amarie Twyman
Anna M . Villanova

With Distinction
Timothy J . Viscuso II

With High Distinction
Jaden N . Woods
Taylor A . Yelinek

Cum Laude

Sarina N . Layton
Cum Laude

Dustin T . Lemmon
Paige N . Lepley
Emma G . Leway
Justin R . Lewis

Magna Cum Laude
Nicole F . Londo

Cum Laude
Ashton Martis
Autumn April Dawn Melgar

Summa Cum Laude
MacKenzie P . Milford

Summa Cum Laude
Sonya N . Morris
Katelyn Must

Summa Cum Laude
Rachel M . Peters
Robert S . Pontius III
Sarah E . Protzman

Magna Cum Laude
Morgan Rearick

Magna Cum Laude
Rebecca Rhodehamel

Cum Laude
Katelin R . Rogers
Kasey M . Ronk
Jillian Ryks

Magna Cum Laude
Tyler T . Shea
Sophie N . Struhsaker

Cum Laude
Marina S . Tsirambidis

Summa Cum Laude
Honors Scholar

Natalie L . Uhl
Summa Cum Laude

Kendall D . Werschey
Eliana M . Wertz

Summa Cum Laude
Tatum Widenmeyer

Cum Laude



College of Business
Founded 1953

Dean Robert J. Nemer

BaChelor of arts
Sekou L . Kaba

BaChelor of Business 
administration
Kavari Adams
Alaa A . Alsaffar
Anna Altstadt

Cum Laude
Samuel Hampton Arnold

Summa Cum Laude
Ghandy A . Barahona III
Josie M . Baughman
Cameron Bennett

Cum Laude
Mitchell D . Case
Joshua J . Craddock

Cum Laude
Jessica Da Silva Benevides

Magna Cum Laude
Alexander D . Diluzio
Trent J . Dixon

Cum Laude
Aidan J . Douglas
Cody R . Dryer
James Dunn
Spencer Evans
Noah S . Festi
Jonathan R . Franco
Sammie Jo Funk

Summa Cum Laude
Mikayla E . Gaiter
Tyler L . Gang
Kayla A . Geiser

Summa Cum Laude
Carson R . Gossett
Alec M . Grant
Brandon S . Gray

Summa Cum Laude
Honors Scholar

Nicholas A . Groves
Ryan P . Habermehl
Sage M . Harmon

Magna Cum Laude
Madison E . Harvey

Magna Cum Laude
Aaron M . Hayn
Jacob A . Hetzel
David A . Hornik

Cum Laude
William W . Jackson
Gregory M . Klebs Jr .
Sara Kulik

BaChelor of sCienCe  
in aCCounting
Carly J . Baltzer
Patricia Behrend

Magna Cum Laude
Catherine G . Centea
Kenzie Michelle Davis

Magna Cum Laude
Jeremy W . Farber
Drew A . Goddard
Donald D . Graves
Emma R . Harlukowicz
Colton Hart
Kaitlyn Holop

Summa Cum Laude
Tracy R . Hunt
MaLanie M . Kelly
Steven Mostar

Summa Cum Laude
Isaiah Nichols

Magna Cum Laude
Honors Scholar

Joshua L . Rice
Summa Cum Laude

Heather Sims
Jedidiah A . Stewart
Bryce A . Vashaw

Summa Cum Laude
Kaitlin Elizabeth Wagner
William Z . Walsh

Magna Cum Laude
Joshua P . Watson

Summa Cum Laude
Aaron Wire

Destiny Kynard
Amber O . Levels
Gregory J . Lewis

Honors Scholar
Maxwell F . Littlejohn
Kenneth M . Lyle
Kiev A . Mack
Fawaz Malaeb Jr .
Guido A . Margida
Megan C . Maxwell
Brian McDermott
Caden McGing
Gabriel Mckernan
Jacob C . Messner
Morgan T . Munchick
Chase J . Murphy
Nathan M . Nussbaum

Cum Laude
Mckenna S . O’Callaghan
Stevie R . Olek
Matthew Orr
Josef A . Paulus
Joseph Salumu Jr .

Cum Laude
Kaci M . Schneider
Camden T . Schreff ler
Kaitlyn L . Secrist

Cum Laude
Jenna Y . Shoup
Antonio D . Sibbio
Riley J . Sims
Marko R . Siyman

Cum Laude
William T . Slimak
Christopher Sobey
Brady E . Stang
Bridget Lynn Starman
Grant T . Stuart
Nicholas R . Thompson

Magna Cum Laude
Kaylee C . Tirpak
Devin T . Todd
Alexander V . Tran

Cum Laude
Brianna Tranthem*
Kristen M . Vargo

Summa Cum Laude
William W . Virgin
Fatuma Wadesisi
George Walton
Nathaniel H . Williams

Magna Cum Laude
Ryan E . Wood
Miles Woodling

Magna Cum Laude
Jason Yang
Catlynn E . Yoder

sixteen

Candidates for Baccalaureate Degrees (cont .)

*  Separate Baccalaureate Degrees  
in Two Disciplines



seventeen

Buchtel College  
of Arts and Sciences
Founded 1870

Dean Mitchell S. McKinney

assoCiate of arts
Terrance D . Banks
Estelle R . Bowling
Alexandria K . Burns
Angel J . Catala Lozada
Tzviah Dank

With High Distinction
Alexander Devus
Eboni Ewart

With Distinction
Jenna M . French
Caitlynn J . Harris
Allison A . Henry
Alaina M . Jackson
Cheyenne Jackson
Rylee Knox
Emma G . Leway
Michelle L . Longoria
Jewel Millican
Daniel J . Pierce
Ciannah M . Pugh
Brenda Reichert
Shannon Satterfield

With Distinction
Saryn R . Simko
Dwight L . Smith
Todd Smith
Peter G . Weiss
Jaden N . Woods
Jenee Woods

assoCiate of sCienCe
Hamzah M . Aljammal
Zachary R . Buchanan
Serenity Rose Caskey
Alexander Devus
Ryan H . Gerber
Frankie M . Horston
Tracy R . Hunt
Tagen Ingold
Evan D . Jenson
Andrew J . Martinez

With Distinction
Luke D . Mazanec
Chase J . Murphy
Kathleen O’Brien

With Distinction
Hailey M . Reed
Gillian R . Reinhart

With Distinction
Kaitlyn L . Secrist

With Distinction
Anthony R . Solari
Gianna M . Strada

With High Distinction
Meredith L . Van Dyke
Alydia L . Weigand
Mystica E . Wenger

With High Distinction
Michael D . Zeillmann

With Highest Distinction

assoCiate of  
teChniCal studies
Caden W . Bell
Dylan M . Falconer
Joshua D . Oppenheimer
Minyon Shaleen Patton

Candidates for Associate Degrees



December 16, 2023 
Afternoon
College of Engineering 
and Polymer Science
Founded 1914

Dean Craig C. Menzemer

doCtor of PhilosoPhy

Abdulrah man Alkhaldi
Engineering – Chemical
M .S ., The University of Akron 
B .S ., Jubail Industrial College
Dissertation: “Efficient Removal 
and Recovery of Phosphate and 
Ammonium from Wastewater by 
Redox Flow Deionization Cell”
Adviser: Dr . Zhenmeng Peng

Abdullah Alsultan
Engineering – Chemical
M .S ., The University of Akron  
B .S .,  Jubail Industrial College
Dissertation: “Optimizing and 
Redesigning of Flow Electrode 
Deionization Cell for High 
Desalination Performance”
Adviser: Dr . Zhenmeng Peng

Mohammad Khaled Assaleh
Engineering – Chemical
B .S ., American University  
of Sharjah, UAE
Dissertation: “Separation of 
Emulsified Water Drops in 
ulsd Using a Novel Electrowet 
Coalescer (ewc)”
Adviser: Dr . George Chase

Sayan Basak
Polymer Engineering
B .Tech ., University of Calcutta, India
Dissertation: “Structure-Property 
Relationships of High cis 1,4 
Polybutadiene Based Shape 
Memory Polymers”
Adviser: Dr . Kevin Cavicchi

Hanlin Chen
Polymer Science
B .E ., University of Science and 
Technology of China
Dissertation: “Overcoming 
Challenges in Polymer Sustain-
ability by Leveraging Alkene 
Chemistry — Isomeri zation, 
Metathesis, and Oxidation”
Adviser: Dr . Junpeng Wang

Yiwei Dai
Polymer Science
M .S ., The University of Akron 
B .S ., Sichuan University
Dissertation: “Transition 
Metal-Catalyzed Carbonylative 
Polymerization”
Adviser: Dr . Li Jia

Hao Guo
Polymer Science
M .S ., The University of Akron 
B .S ., Bejing University of Chemical 
Technology
Dissertation: “Molecular 
Dynamics Simulation Study 
of Poly[n]catenane in Dilute 
Solution”
Adviser: Dr . Mesfin Tsige

Xufeng Guo
Engineering – Mechanical
M .S ., The University of Akron  
B .E ., China Jiliang University
Dissertation: “Electronic Nose 
Design for Respiratory Disease 
Detection: Flow Delivery, Sensing 
Mechanism, and Machine 
Learning Recognition Algorithm”
Adviser: Dr . Yalin Dong

Yongan Hu
Polymer Engineering
M .S ., The University of Akron 
B .S ., Beijing University of Chemical 
Technology
Dissertation: “Study of Urethane 
Methacrylates in Acrylic Latexes: 
The Effect of Bulky Alkyl 
Terminal Groups and Self-
Healing Behavior”
Adviser: Dr . Mark Soucek

Navin K. Kafle
Polymer Science
M .S ., The University of Akron  
B .S ., Tribhuvan University
Dissertation: “Structure and 
Dynamics in Novel Polyolefin and 
their Blends for Sustainability”
Adviser: Dr . Toshikazu Miyoshi

Astha Lamichhane
Engineering – Biomedical
B .M .E ., Purbhanchal University
Dissertation: “Modeling 
Colorectal Cancer Drug 
Resistance Using Three-
Dimensional Tumor Models”
Adviser: Dr . Hossein Tavana

Ulises Martin Diaz
Engineering – Chemical
M .A ., The University of Akron  
B .S ., Carlos III University
Dissertation: “Stress Corrosion 
Cracking, Passivity Breakdown 
and Fracture Mechanisms of 
Stainless Steel Reinforcements in 
Simulated Concrete Pore Solution”
Adviser: Dr . David Bastidas

Ahmed Mohamed
Engineering – Chemical
B .S ., American University of Sharjah
Dissertation: “Computer-Aided 
Molecular Design (camd) Using 
Signature Molecular Descriptors 
To Identify New Corrosion 
Inhibitors for Steel Reinforced 
Concrete”
Advisers: Dr . David Bastidas and 
Dr . Donald Visco

Suman Nepal
Polymer Science
M .S .,The University of Akron  
B .S ., Tribhuvan University
Dissertation: “Sorbent Based 
Atmospheric Vapor Harvesting: 
Energy Delivery To Material 
Choice”
Adviser: Dr . Hunter King

Deliris N. Ortiz
Polymer Science
B .S ., The University of Puerto Rico  
at Humacao (UPRH)
Dissertation: “Effects of Polymer 
Composition on Mechanical 
Properties of 3D Printed Scaffolds 
and Drug Release”
Adviser: Dr . Abraham Joy

eighteen

Candidates for Doctoral Degrees



nineteen

Gabrielle S. Rey
Polymer Science
M .A ., The University of Akron 
B .S ., Miami University
Dissertation: “Comparative 
Study of Structure Property 
Relationships among Synthetic 
Melanin and their Synthetic 
Pathways”
Adviser: Dr . Ali Dhinojwala

Tarig Hyder Mekki Sadig
Engineering – Electrical
M .S ., The University of Akron 
B .S ., University of Khartoum Sudan
Dissertation: “Encryption-Aware 
Physical Layer Security in 
Wireless Communication”
Advisers: Dr . Hamid Bahrami  
and Dr . Nghi H . Tran

Devavrat Sathe
Polymer Science
B .Tech ., Institute of Chemical 
Technology, Mumbai
Dissertation: “Molecular Design 
Towards Chemically Recyclable 
Polymers and Force Responsive 
Networks”
Adviser: Dr . Junpeng Wang

Aarushi A. Srivastava
Polymer Science
M .S ., Oregon State University  
B .S ., Banasthali University
Dissertation: “Experimental 
Validation of Material Design 
Concepts for Oligo-Peptide  
Self-Assembly in Polymers”
Adviser: Dr . Mark Foster

Anudeep Reddy Vedire
Engineering – Mechanical
M .S ., University of Toledo  
B .Tech ., Jawaharlal Nehru 
Technological University
Dissertation: “Behavior of 
Divinycell H Foams at Arctic 
Temperatures”
Adviser: Dr . Michelle Hoo Fatt

College of Health  
and Human Sciences
Founded 2012

Dean Daniel L. Friesner

doCtor of  
nursing PraCtiCe

Ellen Nicole Brentlinger
Nursing Practice
M .S .N ., B .S .N ., Case Western Reserve 
University
Dissertation: “Developing an 
Educational Module for Ohio 
Certified Registered Nurse 
Anesthetists Regarding the 
Second Victim Phenomenon”
Adviser: Dr . Brian Radesic

Angela P M Smith
Nursing Practice
M .S .N ., The University of Akron 
B .S .N ., Kent State University
Dissertation: “Comparing 
Emergency Department Nurse 
Burnout with Current Literature 
Using the Maslach Burnout 
Inventory Scale”
Adviser: Dr . Lori Kidd

doCtor of PhilosoPhy

Chase Morgan-Swaney
Counselor Education and Supervision
M .A .Ed ., The University of Akron 
B .A ., The Ohio State University
Dissertation: “The Contribution of 
Affirmative Training and Implicit 
Bias on New Professionals’ 
Affectional Identity Counselor 
Competencies”
Adviser: Dr . Varunee Faii 
Sangganjanavanich



twenty

Candidates for Master’s Degrees 

College of Engineering 
and Polymer Science
Founded 1914

Dean Craig C. Menzemer

master of sCienCe
Veena Pratima Anche

Computer Science
Andrew L . Murphy

Computer Science
Sai Kaushik Pagadala

Computer Science

master of sCienCe 
in BiomediCal 
engineering
Shahba Tasmiya Mouna
Mia Elizabeth Pearson

master of sCienCe in 
ChemiCal engineering
Mitchell R . Valaitis

master of sCienCe  
in Civil engineering
Kevin J . Alspach

master of sCienCe 
in eleCtriCal and 
ComPuter engineering
Niccolo D . Lemonis
Fahmid Mahmud

master of sCienCe  
in engineering
Aparna Biswal

master of sCienCe 
in meChaniCal 
engineering
Daniel K . Gynther
Kaylee Ann Nehrenz
Bahareh Tavousi Tabatabaei
Kelvin X . Tsagli
Austin Watson

master of  
Polymer sCienCe and 
Polymer engineering
Ian C . Beale
Harish Gudi
Brian J . Guhde



master of sCienCe  
in eduCation
Christy Mitchell

Physical Education –  
Sport Science/Coaching

Bryce J . Petersen
Physical Education –  
Sport Science/Coaching

Denise Darleen Quentin
Physical Education –  
Exercise Physiology/Adult Fitness

Alexia Randolph
Physical Education –  
Sport Science/Coaching

Anushka Savant
Physical Education –  
Exercise Physiology/Adult Fitness

Timothy John Siwicki
Physical Education –  
Exercise Physiology/Adult Fitness

Amanda Wightman
Physical Education –  
Sport Science/Coaching

Sarah A . Zenczak
School Counseling

master of soCial work
Carolyn D . Greene
Marvin Paul

College of Health  
and Human Sciences
Founded 2012

Dean Daniel L. Friesner

master of arts
Sanae’ A . Bean-Smith

Counseling – Marriage and 
Family Therapy

Jessica Elise Bell
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Aimee T . Cockburn
Counseling – Marriage and 
Family Therapy

Elizabeth A . Coleman
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Allison B . Dennis
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Alexandra A . Geis
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Ryanne J . Goodman
Counseling – Marriage and 
Family Therapy

Shayna Leanne Jennings
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Lauren Jones
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Michelle M . Koewler
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Cathleen Marie Medlen
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Gabrielle E . Miller
Counseling – Marriage and 
Family Therapy

Aaliyah T . Owens
Counseling – Marriage and 
Family Therapy

Holly Palmer
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Trista L . Reagan
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Lauren M . Sell
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Erin Spradlin
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Kala M . Stevenson
Counseling – Marriage and 
Family Therapy

Tylor T . Vincent
Counseling – Marriage and 
Family Therapy

John M . Yanchek
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Suzana E . Yoder
Counseling – Marriage and 
Family Therapy

Christine Ellen Zacheis
Counseling – Marriage and 
Family Therapy

master of arts  
in eduCation
Matthew A . Brooks

School Counseling
Amirah Rahieem

School Counseling
Diamond L . Sharpe

School Counseling
Rachael M . Strader

School Counseling

master of arts in 
sPeeCh – language 
Pathology
Maria L . Andrews
Madison Lethco
Elise C . Moody-Roberts
Rida Fatima Rajani

twenty-one



twenty-two

*  Separate Baccalaureate Degrees  
in Two Disciplines

Candidates for Baccalaureate Degrees

College of Engineering 
and Polymer Science
Founded 1914

Dean Craig C. Menzemer

BaChelor of sCienCe 
in automated 
manufaCturing 
engineering 
teChnology
Anthony J . Mazzola

BaChelor of sCienCe  
in Civil engineering
Slade G . Blizzard
Nicholas A . Robinson

BaChelor of sCienCe in 
ComPuter engineering
Garrett W . Dietz

Cum Laude

BaChelor of sCienCe in 
ComPuter information 
systems
Samuel O . Ajadi
Clayton Boecker

Magna Cum Laude
Ethan C . Brinley
Tyler C . Brocato

Cum Laude
Austin W . Coontz

Summa Cum Laude
Honors Scholar

Daniel R . Dorazio
Cum Laude
Honors Scholar

Joshua Dvorchak*
Magna Cum Laude

Rhys D . Edwards
Angelo F . Frammartino*
Michael D . Gerome

Cum Laude
Honors Scholar

Evan Grau
Cum Laude

Tavona Guy
Jonathan S . Hetu

Summa Cum Laude
Joel Johnson

Summa Cum Laude
Austin R . Juergens

Magna Cum Laude
Diwas Khadka
Brandon T . Kirven
Alex J . Mair
Cameron M . Messenger
Mario Milano

Summa Cum Laude
Brendan P . Nolan
Arlen N . Nyarko

Roman Pandhak
Alex Ridevski
Matthew T . Scherer
Theodore A . Schwallie
Josh E . Simek
Emma Sumpter

Magna Cum Laude
Le T . Truong
Kyle D . Tyler

Cum Laude
John D . Wilson

BaChelor of sCienCe  
in ComPuter sCienCe
Nickolaus B . Bischoff
Nathan A . Brannan

Cum Laude
Daniel R . Dorazio

Cum Laude
James J . Geither Jr .
Nathan M . Hulet

Summa Cum Laude
Honors Scholar

Brandon J . Kulmala
Ja’den Martin
Jordan W . Mckee

Magna Cum Laude
Andrew T . Turpin

Cum Laude
Desmond Vang
Zifeng Yuan

With Highest Distinction

BaChelor of sCienCe 
in ConstruCtion 
engineering 
teChnology
Justin T . Barr
William C . Clifford
Ethan P . Daily
Marcello P . Digeronimo
Gage Emhoff
Nicholas Haas III
Jordan C . Jones
Sawyer W . Kohl
Christopher A . Schmidt Jr .
Simone G . Spizzichini
Cody L . Wyatt
Jessica L . Zelasko

BaChelor of sCienCe in 
Corrosion engineering
Aaron D . Bragg

BaChelor of sCienCe 
in eleCtriCal 
engineering
Gia M . DelGreco

Cum Laude

BaChelor of sCienCe 
in eleCtriCal 
and eleCtroniC 
engineering 
teChnology
Megan C . Bouklias

Magna Cum Laude
Jonah A . Brokamp
Andrew A . Hagan

Cum Laude
Nicklas L . Lewis

Cum Laude
Matthew J . Logan

BaChelor of sCienCe 
in meChaniCal 
engineering
Robert Basler
Clark D . Bates

Summa Cum Laude
Honors Scholar

Noah A . Brandenburg
Paul Philip Calaway III
Matthew R . Calderhead
Hunter Clawson

Cum Laude
Samantha J . Clinger
Garrett Dostall
Mohammed El-Kulak
Syed Taha Fida
John P . Fitzgerald

Magna Cum Laude
Honors Scholar

Owen J . Hawke
Pranish K . Jaisawal
Elizabeth L . Kotzalas

Magna Cum Laude
Honors Scholar

Nikolas M . Kulin
Brandon Xavier Norman
Nana K . Ntim-Gyakari
Hannah M . Ratliff
Bryce A . Schneider
Mason Wilhelmy

BaChelor of sCienCe 
in meChaniCal 
engineering 
teChnology
Evan T . Roberts
James S . Torok

BaChelor of sCienCe in 
surveying and maPPing
Getty List
Robert K . Sproul



College of Health  
and Human Sciences
Founded 2012

Dean Daniel L. Friesner

BaChelor of arts
Lauren M . Bush
Natalie Deibel

Summa Cum Laude
Honors Scholar

BaChelor of arts 
in Child and family 
develoPment
Briana M . Cooper
Latisha Nicole Hamer
Kassidy M . Kiefer

Summa Cum Laude
Tamia Phillips
Sidney R . Simpson
Ashley M . Watts
Melissa K . Watts

Cum Laude

BaChelor of arts/
soCial work
Carly M . Bevacqua

With Highest Distinction
Dylan W . Biggs
Meredith Carnovale
Destiny L . Davis
Christopher M . Engle
David G . Fate

With High Distinction
Hanna L . Hart
Steven Hector

With Highest Distinction
Rai-Sean Hilliard

With High Distinction
Stephen Horner
Jameelah Johnson
Jillian A . Misenko

With Highest Distinction
Alayna H . Morgan

With Highest Distinction
Nathaniel A . Pena

With Highest Distinction
Alexis J . Presti

With Distinction
Alexandria N . Stanziano

With Highest Distinction
Kristin M . Stepp

With Highest Distinction

BaChelor of arts  
in sPeeCh – language 
Pathology and 
audiology
Melissa E . Vecchio

BaChelor of sCienCe
Adam V . Bailis
Brian D . Kovacs

Summa Cum Laude

BaChelor of sCienCe 
in allied healthCare 
administration
Tessa T . Dushney
Zayd Elkurd

Cum Laude
Jesika D . Oringer
Jenina Vanessa Segovia

With High Distinction
Hunter W . Zacharyj

BaChelor of sCienCe  
in eduCation
Joshua R . Alexander

Magna Cum Laude
Reece J . Carwithen
Kyle R . Davanaugh
Michael D . DeMoss
Brian R . Evans

Cum Laude
Stephanie Hale
Austin T . Roy

BaChelor of sCienCe 
in emergenCy 
management and 
homeland seCurity
Anna Back

Summa Cum Laude
Honors Scholar

Kurtis Benedict
Haley N . Black
James W . Helmick

Magna Cum Laude
Julia Lynn Perry

Summa Cum Laude

BaChelor of sCienCe  
in exerCise sCienCe
Princela Ackon
Marcius A . Anderson Jerels
Nuh A . Andu
Sydney N . Ault
Elizabeth A . Booth
Bailee A . Bowers

Cum Laude
Lauren Depew

Cum Laude
Shelby L . Fortune
Kyia F . Frank
Julia J . Frombach
Sarah E . Gairing
Cindy Lewis
Andrew J . Martinez

Cum Laude
Korrey M . Moyto

Cum Laude
Michael T . Oziomek
Josiah R . Power

Summa Cum Laude

Josephine E . Savitski
Cum Laude
Honors Scholar

Gia Storey
Brielle N . Ubinas-Wright
Sceph A . Williams Sr .
Ian R . Yoder

Cum Laude

BaChelor of 
sCienCe in food and 
environmental  
nutrition
Abigail E . Catlos

Summa Cum Laude
Nathan R . Ehrmentrout

Magna Cum Laude
Olivia M . Hagan
Lydia Myers

Cum Laude

BaChelor of sCienCe  
in nursing
Rylee D . Adam
Melinda R . Amador

With Highest Distinction
Rachel A . Boehnlein
Dylan Dusi

With Highest Distinction
Alana H . Faranda
Lanee M . Foster
Lisa Gerstenslager
Albert Haah
Stephanie Hoffmann
Frankie M . Horston
Nisya K . Hunter
Matthew T . Kelley

Summa Cum Laude
Seraj A . Khan
Vincent R . Koren
Amanda LaCroix
Alina L . Leos

Cum Laude
Tyler A . Mccrory
Marcus J . Mytro
Natalie A . Nervo
Chelsea Ols
Sadhana Pokhrel
Susmita Rai
Sarah Ready
Laurysa Ridenour

Summa Cum Laude
Sheila Santiago
Thomas R . Searle

Cum Laude
Holly M . Spangler

With Distinction
Claire M . Spurio
Kerri Vergara
Alydia L . Weigand
Daniel Weis

Cum Laude
Michael Williams
Stephanie Wilson

twenty-three
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Candidates for Associate Degrees

This program is not an official graduation list . 

While every effort is made to ensure accuracy in this commencement program, printing deadlines sometimes  
prevent inclusion of candidates names, or may result in the use of names of persons not  completing  graduation 
requirements . All honors indicated in this program are tentative . Official degree honors for diplomas and 
 transcripts will be determined after final grades are reported . This printed  program, therefore, should not 
be used to  dete rmine a student’s  academic or degree status . The University’s official registry for  conferral of 
degrees is the student’s  permanent academic record, kept by the Office of the University Registrar, Simmons 
Hall, Akron, OH 44325-6208 .

Commencement Photos
Order commencement photos online at www .gradimages .com .

Enter your Last Name, School and Graduation Year from the dropdown menu . If you need  
additional assistance, please call GradImages customer service department at 800-261-2576 or  
email giservice@gradimages .net .

assoCiate of  
aPPlied sCienCe 
in eleCtriCal 
and eleCtroniC 
engineering 
teChnology
Megan C . Bouklias

With High Distinction
Andrew A . Hagan

With Distinction
Daniel Z . Ruiz

assoCiate of  
aPPlied sCienCe  
in land surveying
Joseph J . Dolensky
Erik T . Kingsley

assoCiate of  
aPPlied sCienCe 
in advanCed 
manufaCturing 
engineering 
teChnology
Justin Plemens

With Highest Distinction

College of Health  
and Human Sciences
Founded 2012

Dean Daniel L. Friesner

assoCiate of  
aPPlied sCienCe in 
emergenCy mediCal 
serviCes teChnology
Hayden C . Dupratt

With Distinction
Steven M . Forfia
Austin D . Kamerer

College of Engineering 
and Polymer Science
Founded 1914

Dean Craig C. Menzemer

assoCiate of aPPlied 
Business in ComPuter 
information systems
Destiny Kynard
Roman Pandhak
Emma Sumpter

With High Distinction

assoCiate of 
aPPlied sCienCe 
in ConstruCtion 
engineering 
teChnology
Justin T . Barr
William C . Clifford
Marcello P . Digeronimo
Gage Emhoff
Jordan C . Jones
Sawyer W . Kohl
Christopher A . Schmidt Jr .
Connor R . Skiljan
Simone G . Spizzichini
Ethan J . Ward
Jessica L . Zelasko
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 .Statue of John R . Buchtel

This statue of John R. Buchtel stands in the middle of the campus he helped found in 1870.



twenty-six

The Alma Mater

  Chorus

The Alma Mater for The University of Akron was written by the Rev. Augustus B. Church, who was the last 
Universalist clergy to serve as president of Buchtel College (1901–1912). He was also the first  person to assume 
the board responsibilities of chief executive officer. In fact, Church served both as  president and as a trustee of the 
institution — as well as pastor of the First Universalist Church of Akron. Adviser: Dr. Church understood the 
importance of higher education as a means to improve society, and he worked diligently on projects to successfully 
link the educational efforts of Buchtel College with the needs of a growing city. During his presidency, 
Buchtel College offered the world’s first courses in rubber chemistry (1909).
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The Akron Blue and Gold

The University of Akron’s fight song, “The Akron Blue and Gold,” was written in 1939 by Fred Waring, 
nationally known composer and leader of the wildly popular band, “Fred Waring and the Pennsylvanians.” 
In response to a request from the University’s  student newspaper, Waring wrote “a distinctive song” for 
The University of Akron. “The Akron Blue and Gold” premiered over his nBc hookup on November 17, 1939, and 
has been used as the University’s fight song ever since.
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The University of Akron: A Proud Tradition

OThe Ohio Universalist Convention established a small liberal  
arts college in Akron in 1870 and named it after one of the city’s 
prominent industrialists, John R . Buchtel . It was Buchtel who led a 

group of 100 individuals and 13 businesses in a fundraising campaign to build 
the college . On July 4, 1871, thousands of citizens turned out to witness the 
results of that initiative, joining in a great celebration as the cornerstone was 
laid for a single but impressive structure that constituted Buchtel College .

Both a visionary and pragmatist, Buchtel believed that the vigor of any 
city is closely tied to the proximity of a high-quality institution of higher 
education . Decades of progress, both for the city and for the college he 
helped to launch, have proven him right . 

Today, The University of Akron continues to invigorate the region,  
providing top-ranked and in-demand degree programs ranging from 
associate through doctoral degrees in the liberal arts, sciences, health care, 
engineering, business, law, education and more . Students gain real-world 
experience through internships, co-ops, study abroad and other career-
focused learning opportunities . 

Accredited by the Higher Learning Commission and classified at the 
highest level as a comprehensive, doctoral-degree-granting institution, the 
University serves students from all over the country and world through 
five degree-granting colleges and a School of Law on the main campus and 
through satellite campuses in Lakewood, Medina and Orrville . Today, more 
than 179,000 of its alumni live and work around the globe .

The University of Akron Celebrates 150 Years

When John R . Buchtel saw the cornerstone laid for Buchtel College,  
he pledged that the new school, built on a hilltop overlooking Akron,  
would bring honor and pride to the city and state . Over the next 150 years, 
The University of Akron kept and exceeded the promise of its founder, 
rising to become one of Ohio’s most influential public urban research 
 universities .

Among its many achievements, the University was the first in the world  
to offer courses in rubber chemistry . It pioneered one of the country’s  
first engineering co-op programs, which remains a national model . In  
World War II, the U .S . government called upon the University to help 
develop synthetic rubber for the Allied forces . When the rubber industry 
declined, the University rose to new heights of innovation, leading the world 
in polymer science and polymer engineering . 

Today, the University continues to rise, advancing research and knowledge 
in engineering, business, health care, the arts and sciences, education and 
law . It continues to uplift the region through hundreds of partnerships with 
business, industry, academia and government . It continues to produce leaders 
who, joining a proud community of more than 170,000 alumni, are making a 
difference throughout the world . 

It continues to keep its founder’s promise .




